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Choosing a secondary school is one of the most important 
decisions that you make with your child. At Carlton le Willows 
Academy you can expect your child to receive an excellent 
education in a safe and caring environment where every person 
is valued.

Our aim is to provide nothing but the best for each of 
our pupils so that all can experience success, make positive 
contributions to the school community and go on to 
become responsible, independent members of society. Their 
achievements are our reward.

Courtesy, good manners and appropriateness of dress are 
demanded at Carlton le Willows. We expect all pupils to conduct 
themselves with dignity and show consideration to others, 
whether in or out of school. 

Carlton le Willows Academy is an outstanding place to learn 
and work and the best way to appreciate that fact is to come and 
see us in action. You are welcome to visit us at any time. 
 
Craig Weaver
Headteacher

WELCOME TO
CARLTON 
LE WILLOWS 
ACADEMY
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NIHIL NISI
OPTIMUM

NOTHING BUT  
THE BEST

Our motto is our promise to 
parents. It is a statement of 
our intent and a description 
of what we do.

Mission
Our mission is simply, for students to reach their academic 
potential and develop the character skills and leadership 
qualities they need for success and happiness in life.

We believe in:
Humility – meaning being modest and acting with calm 
determination
Honesty – meaning being true to your word and acting with a 
high level of professional integrity
Humanity – meaning being kind and acting with compassion 
and sensitivity

An Education for Every Future
We are proud of our outstanding record of academic success, our 
ability to offer a broad curriculum and the comprehensive range 
of sporting, social and enrichment opportunities that encourage 
students’ all-round development.

At Carlton le Willows we believe passionately in the whole 
student and know that education is about so much more than 
academics. We believe that for all young people to fulfil their 
potential we need to focus on building character strengths and 
depths of character that will stay with them throughout their life.

With this in mind, character education – Character Counts – 
is embedded across all areas of the curriculum with staff working 
to build on eight ‘pillars of character’ which blend performance 
and the moral strengths which are highly predictive of success in 
education, a career and life.
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Uniform and Behaviour
We believe we make a difference in the lives of the children with 
whom we work and work hard to preserve the traditions and 
high standards for which we are known. We expect our students 
to be well behaved, look smart and conduct themselves with 
dignity whether in or out of school. It is these core values that 
underpin our ethos and strengthen our reputation.

Transition
Starting at Carlton le Willows Academy is an exciting time for a 
Year 7 student and our transition programme aims to ensure the 
move from primary to secondary school is a smooth one. 

We are proud of the social and academic links we have 
with our family of schools and we begin the transition process 
by building on the foundations laid at primary school and 
developing the knowledge and skills students have acquired.

Throughout the year, primary students of all ages are invited 
to take part in a range of visits and activities, with Year 6 offered 
induction days the term before joining us.

On their first day at the Academy each student is asked to 
‘begin with the end in mind’. Through a focused, values-led 
start to school they have the time to orientate themselves in 
their surroundings, learning about our character code, as well as 
looking at possible university and career choices.

Throughout Year 7 students are also taught resilience – being 
able to bounce back from life’s setbacks – through the PENN 
Resilience Programme. By teaching resilience skills early, our 
young people learn skills and habits that help them recognise 
and acknowledge their own strengths and vulnerabilities and as 
a result become more proactive in their learning.

Supportive Community
The sense of community at Carlton le Willows is almost tangible. 
On admission to the Academy students are put into one of four 
houses and a mixed age form group, where they will remain 
until they leave us.

This system of vertical tutoring is a key contributor to 
the cohesion across the Academy, in supporting positive 
relationships, together with promoting a sense of identity and 
belonging. In addition, the house structure allows for friendly 
competition, which is very much part of our philosophy. 

 

‘CARLTON 
LE WILLOWS 
PROVIDED 
ME WITH A 
FANTASTIC 
FOUNDATION 
FROM WHICH 
LIVE MY LIFE.’

– Joanne Pettitt, left Carlton 
le Willows in 2004. Assistant 
lecturer in comparative 
literature at Kent University.
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Commitment to Excellence
Our record of success is based on the work of a committed 
team of dedicated professionals who work hard to unlock the 
potential of all students. We expect our students to be the best 
they can be in all areas of school life and we also expect our 
parents to be ambitious for their children and supportive of our 
efforts to secure success. With this in mind we have devised the 
Commitment to Excellence Agreement which parents, students 
and form tutors sign as a mutual declaration of commitment.

We all know that students achieve more when they, staff 
and parents work together and we make every effort to involve 
parents at each stage of their child’s career with us. Throughout 
their time with us, all students will have at least one parents’ 
evening a year. We also offer parents of Year 7 students the 
chance to meet with their child’s form tutor in the first term. 
Progress reports are also available online twice a year.

A Curriculum for Every Future
We are justifiably proud of our record of academic performance 
and our ability to maintain a broad curriculum designed to meet 
the needs of each and every child. Our overall aim is that each 
student receives the teaching and resources to develop his or her 
abilities to the full.

In Key Stage 3 all students follow a common curriculum 
which concentrates on the development of a wide variety  
of skills.

In Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 and 11) students embark on their 
GCSE (or equivalent) courses chosen from a broad range of 
subject options.

Learning Support
The majority of students’ needs are met within the mainstream 
curriculum, but some require additional help. The learning 
support department liaises with parents, staff and outside 
agencies as well as other professionals to respond to such needs.

Provision may take a variety of forms including individual or 
small group help in different subjects and/or help provided in 
the learning hub from our team of skilled teaching assistants  
and mentors. 

‘CARLTON 
LE WILLOWS 
ALLOWED ME 
TO GAIN SO 
MANY SKILLS 
THAT ENABLED 
ME TO START 
MY CHOSEN 
CAREER.’

– Helena Dyer, left Carlton 
le Willows in 2014. Studying 
to become a chartered 
accountant.
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Extra-Curricular Activities
All our students have access to a wide variety of extra-curricular 
activities, clubs, trips and opportunities which help develop 
talents and qualities not necessarily demonstrated in the 
classroom. Such activities also strengthen the partnership 
between teacher and student and give the chance to develop new 
skills and friendships.

Competitive sports teams compete against other schools, 
we stage at least one major drama production a year, provide 
extra music tuition and hold numerous school excursions and 
residentials, from theatre visits and field trips to foreign study 
and sports tours abroad.

The outdoor environment at Carlton le Willows has been 
developed to ensure break and lunch times can be spent on 
productive physical activity, with access to an outdoor ball 
court and covered all-weather table tennis tables contributing to 
positive behaviour during the school day. 

The Academy has also been designated as a talent 
development centre by Table Tennis England, with a national 
standard facility built on school grounds. This sporting hub is 
a vital link between school and sport and, along with access to 
professional coaching, enables our students to progress from 
recreational to national standard table tennis.

Responsibilities
Students are encouraged to take on responsibility throughout 
their time at Carlton le Willows, with many choosing to stand 
for election to the Student Parliament. Our House system also 
offers the chance to play a leadership role with our House 
Captains playing key roles as Academy ambassadors. Our Sports 
Leaders also take part in transition visits from primary schools 
and Year 7 students often speak at induction events as part of the 
transition process.

Careers
Preparing young people for the future is essential. Right from 
Year 7 students are encouraged to think carefully about their 
pathway into the world of work. A careers advisor and outside 
services ensure that students have the opportunity to explore a 
range of future careers and possibilities.

Students are encouraged to take part in work experience 
placements, mock interview sessions and a variety of career 
lunches to help inform their post-sixteen decisions.

‘I HAVE MANY 
ENJOYABLE 
AND LASTING 
MEMORIES 
FROM MY TIME 
AT CARLTON LE 
WILLOWS. EVEN 
NOW I STILL 
REMEMBER 
ALL OF THE 
TEACHERS.’
– Sarmad Masud, left Carlton 
le Willows in 1997. Film 
director.







Student Well-Being
Carlton le Willows is a kind and caring community and we are 
proud of our commitment to pastoral care and ensuring that 
every student has access to extra help and support when needed. 
To this end we have a student services team consisting of 
specialist staff who provide guidance information and practical 
assistance to all our young people.

We also have a professionally qualified counsellor on site to 
provide student counselling on a confidential basis.

Celebrating Success
Success is celebrated at all levels during a student’s life here at 
Carlton le Willows. We have high expectations of our young 
people and we are proud of all their achievements, from 
excellent academic performance in the classroom to exceptional 
success in sport, drama and music, to the outstanding efforts to 
support others through fundraising or charitable work.

Sixth Form and Beyond
Our friendly, welcoming Sixth Form, situated in a purpose-
built centre, is the perfect place for students to further their 
studies. As one of the district’s largest Sixth Forms we are able 
to offer a comprehensive curriculum, as well as a programme of 
enrichment activities and support to ensure all students enjoy  
a wealth of opportunities.

With a strong reputation and proven track record, Carlton 
le Willows Sixth Form is a thriving community, with a strong 
inclusive ethos and the desire to achieve the best for all of  
its students.

‘I BELIEVE 
MY YEARS 
AT CARLTON 
LE WILLOWS 
HELPED ME 
DEVELOP AS A 
PERSON AND 
PROPELLED 
ME ON TO A 
REWARDING 
CAREER.’

– Jatinder Rai, left Carlton le 
Willows in 2003. Estate agent 
owner.
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