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DICKENS: PURPOSE AND RHETORIC
Stave: Context
LO: To revise Dickens’ purpose and rhetoric in
writing the novella.

Vocabulary
1. Allegory
2. Austerity
3. Asceticism
4. Didactic
5. Diatribe

Recap and recall
1. List three quotations that link to the theme of guilt in An Inspector Calls.
2. Explain three ways society changed between 1912 and 1945.
3. Explain three of Priestley’s aims in writing An Inspector Calls.
4. Explode one quotation that conveys a character relinquishing their responsibility in AIC.
5. Explain one interpretation of the ending of AIC.
New learning
Task: Read through the following information regarding Dickens’ purpose in
Key Points
writing A Christmas Carol. Use the margin to make notes of key points.
A Christmas Carol as an allegory
A Christmas Carol is an allegory in that it features
events and characters with a clear, fixed symbolic
meaning. In the novella, Scrooge represents all the
values that are opposed to the idea of Christmas-greed, selfishness, and a lack of goodwill toward one's
fellow man. The Ghost of Christmas Past, with his
glowing head symbolizing the mind, represents
memory; the Ghost of Christmas Present represents
generosity, empathy, and the Christmas spirit; and the
Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come represents the fear of
death and moral reckoning. The Cratchits represent
the poor, whom Dickens portrays with warmth and sympathy while seeking to
draw attention to their plight. With such clear symbolic meanings, it is evident
that Dickens’ novella reaches beyond the aims of simply telling a riveting
Christmas tale.

Social criticism
Social Commentary--particularly
those statements directed at the
Poor Laws governing the lower
classes during Dickens' time--plays
an important role in A Christmas
Carol. The Poor Laws imposed an
obligation on every parish to take
care of its poor, but often to
preserve order than to show
compassion. The Poor Laws saw many people unable to work – perhaps being ill,
destitute, old or orphaned – were put into ‘workhouses’ or ‘poorhouses’. Those
able to work, but whose wages were too low to support their families, received
‘relief in aid of wages’ in the form of food and clothes. Dickens often uses Scrooge
as a mouthpiece to express the more callous justifications and excuses used to
defend the harsh treatment of the poor.
Thomas Malthus' theory that anyone who could not support himself did not have
a right to live is a good example of these outrageous claims. Malthus believed that
poverty and famine were God’s way of preventing man from being lazy. Asked
whether he wishes to support a charity, Scrooge replies in a voice that echoes

Malthus; he states that he does support charities--prisons and workhouses, which
are all the charity the poor need. Dickens harshly criticizes these attitudes and
presents a highly sympathetic view of the poor through his depiction of the
Cratchits. Arguably, the novella is a didactic and political diatribe, offering a moral
warning for the consequences of greed.

Religious austerity and asceticism
Dickens also uses the novella to criticise the
religious ideals of austerity and asceticism that
were prevalent in the 19th century. Through a
depiction of Christmas as a time of lavish
celebration and great feasts, Dickens helped
create a vision of Christmas that rejected
austerity in favour of community, good spirit,
prosperous celebration, generosity and
benevolence. The novella helps to convey the idea
that it is not immoral to possess riches or to
celebrate as these things can bring great
happiness to others – instead, the novella argues that immorality is born from a
refusal to share one’s wealth, rather than possessing it in the first place. Dickens’
depictions of Christmas and skewing of moral standards helped to refine a
contemporary conception of the Christmas holiday.
Glossary
1. Allegory – A story that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or
political one.
2. Austerity – A sternness or severity of manner or attitude, where one might deliberately
and rigidly reduce their standard of living.
3. Asceticism – Severe self-discipline and avoidance of all forms of indulgence, often for
religious reasons.
4. Didactic – Intended to teach, often as moral instruction.
5. Diatribe – A forceful attack against someone or something.

Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) Why is the novella considered an allegory?
2) What is one of the novella’s didactic purposes?
3) Why do some consider the novella a diatribe?
4) What does Dickens seem to support as opposed to austerity and asceticism?
5) Why does Dickens argue that wealth and prosperity in and of itself is not immoral?
Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

Thomas Malthus: “It has appeared that from the inevitable laws of our nature, some human beings must
suffer from want. These are the unhappy persons who, in the great lottery of life, have drawn a blank.”

Dickens: “No one is useless in this world who lightens the burden of another.”

Application
Task: Create an infographic that summarises some of Dickens’ aims and his rhetoric in writing A Christmas
Carol.
Remember to:
 Include most important details.
 Use key vocabulary.
 Use images and symbols to represent important ideas.
Review
Write an introduction that summarises Dickens’ aims for the following question:
To what extent is A Christmas Carol a political and social diatribe?

SCROOGE: A SYMBOL OF CRUELTY AND SELFISHNESS
Stave: 1
LO: To evaluate how Dickens introduces Scrooge as
a symbol of cruelty and selfishness.

Vocabulary
1. Callous
2. Cruel
3. Avaricious
4. Miserly
5. Irreligious

Recap and recall
1) Why is the novella considered an allegory?
2) What is one of the novella’s didactic purposes?
3) Why do some consider the novella a diatribe?
4) What does Dickens seem to support as opposed to austerity and asceticism?
5) Why does Dickens argue that wealth and prosperity in and of itself is not immoral?
New learning

Task: Read the opening of the first stave until the arrival of Marley’s Ghost.
Identify textual references that exemplify the following descriptions of Scrooge, Bob Cratchit and Fred.
Scrooge
Vocabulary
Callous

Textual reference

Cruel
Avaricious
Miserly
Irreligious
Bob Cratchit
Vocabulary
Exploited
Taken for granted
Mistreated

Textual reference

Fred
Vocabulary
Jovial

Textual reference

Spirited
Benevolent
Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) What ideas about Scrooge are foregrounded in the opening of the novella?
2) What might ‘the clerk’s fire’ symbolise?
3) How does Scrooge echo Thomas Malthus’s attitude to charity?
4) To what does Fred invite Scrooge, and what does this symbolise?
5) How does Dickens juxtapose Scrooge and Fred?
Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

Scrooge
“Hard and sharp as flint”

“Solitary as an oyster”

“Are there no prisons? Are there no workhouses?”

“It’s not my business”
Bob Cratchit
“The clerk’s fire was so very much smaller… like only one coal”
Fred

“What reason have you to be morose? You’re rich enough.”

“Christmas is a good time, a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time.”

Application
Task: Construct a thesis statement for each of the following questions.
1) How does Dickens underline the cruelty and selfishness of the upper classes?
2) How does Dickens symbolise the suffering of the lower classes?
3) How does Dickens reject religious asceticism and austerity through Fred?
English Language Exam Practice
English Language Paper 1 Question 2 / Paper 2 Question 3
How does Dickens use language to introduce the character of Scrooge?
You could analyse:
• Words and phrases
• Language devices
• Sentence forms
Remember to:
 Use the TEA structure
 Focus on IMPACT
 Focus on effects on the reader
Review
Write an introduction for the following question:
How does Dickens introduce the character of Ebenezer Scrooge?

MARLEY'S GHOST: A WARNING
Stave: 1
LO: To evaluate how Dickens uses Marley’s ghost as
an allegorical warning against greed and avarice.

Vocabulary
1. Avaricious
2. Doomed
3. Foreboding

Recap and recall
1) What ideas about Scrooge are foregrounded in the opening of the novella?
2) What might ‘the clerk’s fire’ symbolise?
3) How does Scrooge echo Thomas Malthus’s attitude to charity?
4) To what does Fred invite Scrooge, and what does this symbolise?
5) How does Dickens juxtapose Scrooge and Fred?
New learning
Task: Read to the end of Stave 1.
Annotate the image of Marley’s Ghost with the different themes that Dickens establishes through his early
appearance in the novella. What themes does Dickens foreground as vital to the novella, and how does he
do this?

Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) What is the ghost’s purpose in visiting Scrooge?
2) What does the ghost’s visit underline about Scrooge’s character?
3) Why is Marley’s ghost doomed?
4) How does Marley’s ghost echo Scrooge’s earlier words, ‘It’s not my business’?

Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

“I wear the chain I forged in life”

“Cash boxes… ledgers… heavy purses”

“Mankind was my business"

Application
How does Dickens present ideas about morality in this extract and the novella as a whole?
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.
4. Explode evidence.
English Language Exam Practice
English Language Paper 1 Question 3
How does Dickens structure this part of the novella to interest readers?
You could write about:
• How Dickens focuses your attention at the beginning of the extract
• How and why Dickens changes focus
• Any other structural features that interest you
Remember to:
 Answer ‘What, how, why?’
 Think like a camera
 Use structural vocabulary like:
o Foregrounds
▪ Establishes
▪ Introduces
▪ Foreshadows
▪ Sparks
o Change of focus
▪ Reveals
▪ Develops
▪ Builds
▪ Concludes

▪
▪

Resolves
Echoes

Review
Write a 50 word summary of Stave 1.

THE GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST: A PARADOX
Stave: 2
LO: To evaluate the Ghost of Christmas Past as a
symbol of memory and its power.

Vocabulary
1. Duality
2. Juxtaposition
3. Wisdom
4. Innocence

Recap and recall
1) What is the ghost’s purpose in visiting Scrooge?
2) What does the ghost’s visit underline about Scrooge’s character?
3) Why is Marley’s ghost doomed?
4) How does Marley’s ghost echo Scrooge’s earlier words, ‘It’s not my business’?
New learning

Task: Read the beginning of Stave 2, focusing on Dickens’ descriptions of the Ghost of Christmas Past.
As you read, identify the examples of duality and juxtaposition used to describe the spirit.
Duality and juxtaposition

Discussion:
• Why do you think the spirit is an image of duality?
• What does this spirit bridge for Scrooge?
• What is the significance of the spirit’s ambiguous and ‘melting’ form?
Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) What paradox does the spirit seem to represent?
2) How does the spirit reflect the natural world?
3) What is the significance of the light on the spirit’s head?
4) What is Scrooge’s initial response to the spirit? What does this suggest?

Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

“Like a child… yet like an old man”

“Wintry emblem… summer flowers”

“A bright clear jet of light”

“Would you so soon put out the light I give?”

Application
Task: How does the description of the Ghost of Christmas Past represent ideas about memory?






Develop a thesis
Embed evidence
Explain literal, figurative and symbolic meanings
Zoom in on words and techniques
Zoom out on writer and context

English Language Exam Practice
English Language Paper 1 Question 4
A student, having read the description of the Ghost of Christmas Past, said: “The Ghost is clearly built of
dualities and paradoxes. The most important technique in describing this spirit is juxtaposition.”
To what extent do you agree?
Remember to:
 Agree
 Offer your own ideas and impressions
 Identify evidence and writer’s methods
 Analyse and evaluate
Review
Draw an image to represent each of our quotations for the Ghost of Christmas Past.

SCROOGE'S PAST: A CATALYST FOR CHANGE
Stave: 2
LO: To evaluate how Dickens presents Scrooge’s
past as a catalyst for the character’s change.

Vocabulary
1. Lonely
2. Isolated
3. Jovial
4. Virtuous
5. Earnest

Recap and recall
1) What paradox does the spirit seem to represent?
2) How does the spirit reflect the natural world?
3) What is the significance of the light on the spirit’s head?
4) What is Scrooge’s initial response to the spirit? What does this suggest?
New learning

Task: Read the rest of Stave 2, exploring the memories shown to Scrooge by the Ghost of Christmas Past.
Identify textual references to support each of the thesis statements below.
Scrooge’s childhood
Dickens emotively depicts a lonely and isolated impression of Scrooge’s childhood, evoking sympathy for
the character while conveying the humanity beneath his avaricious exterior.
Evidence

Explanation

Fan
Dickens movingly conveys a loving and caring impression of Fan in order to create a catalyst for Scrooge’s
change.
Evidence

Explanation

Fezziwig
Dickens humorously presents a jovial and spirited depiction of Fezziwig in order to convey Christmas as a
time of celebration rather than austerity.
Evidence

Explanation

Dickens clearly juxtaposes Fezziwig’s warm treatment of his employees with Scrooge’s own callous
treatment of his staff to criticise the unfeeling upper classes.
Evidence

Explanation

Belle
Dickens powerfully juxtaposes the virtuous and earnest character of Belle with Scrooge’s avaricious nature
as a warning to readers of the corrosive consequences of greed.
Evidence

Explanation

Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) What details about Scrooge’s childhood create empathy for his character?
2) Why is Fan an important memory for Scrooge?
3) How does Fezziwig contrast with Scrooge?
4) What does Belle accuse Scrooge of?

Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

Scrooge’s childhood

“A solitary child, neglected by his friends, is left there still”

"I wish… but it’s too late now”

Fan

“I have come to bring you home, dear brother! Home, home, home.”

Fezziwig

“He has the power to render us happy or unhappy... light or burdensome… pleasure or toil”

Belle

“Another idol has displaced me… a golden one”

“Nobler aspirations fall off… Gain engrosses you”

Application
“It is vital that Scrooge revisits his past. These memories are the catalyst for his change.” To what extent do
you agree?
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.

4.

Explode evidence.

English Language Exam Practice
Either:
Write a description of a childhood memory as inspired by the following image:

Or:
Write a short narrative about a character with a tragic past.
Review
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.
4. Explode evidence.

THE GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT: THE CHRISTMAS
IDEAL
Stave: 3
LO: To evaluate how Dickens presents the Ghost of
Christmas Present as a symbol of the Christmas
ideal.

Vocabulary
1. Joyful
2. Cheerful
3. Jovial
4. Ideal

Recap and recall
1) What details about Scrooge’s childhood create empathy for his character?
2) Why is Fan an important memory for Scrooge?
3) How does Fezziwig contrast with Scrooge?
4) What does Belle accuse Scrooge of?
New learning

Task: Read the following article about Dickens’ relationship with Christmas and his development of the
Christmas ideal.

A Christmas Carol: The Influence of Charles Dickens on
Christmas Traditions
By Kristin Wood.

When Charles Dickens passed away in 1870, a young girl in London asked a question that
demonstrated just how strongly Dickens' writings were associated with the holiday season and
modern Christmas traditions. She asked, "Mr. Dickens dead? Then will Father Christmas die,
too?"

The popularity of the holiday has waxed and waned since its inception. While Christmas
celebrations were often elaborate during the Middle Ages, by the Victorian era, enthusiasm was
in decline. Some Christian leaders had become skeptical of the pagan traditions that persisted in
their religious holiday, and many families lacked the resources to celebrate as they had in years
past. When Charles Dickens' novel A Christmas Carol was published, it revived much of the
nostalgia and tradition we associate with Christmas today.
During a time when financial hardships were commonplace for many American and British
households, A Christmas Carol delivered just the right message to bring families back to a
holiday that often becomes a celebration of wealth and consumerism. Charles Dickens reminded
his readers that a joyful Christmas morning does not require Ebenezer Scrooge's gold, as much
as it needs the heart of the poor Cratchit family.
Dickens likely saw himself in the character of family man Bob Crachit. Like Crachit, Dickens was
a husband and father of a large family. His wife was pregnant with their fifth child while he
penned the novel, and they were struggling to make ends meet. Dickens previous writings were
not earning very much, and their living expenses were too high. He began writing A Christmas
Carol as a desperate attempt to earn more money and provide for his family.
While financial gain may have been Dickens' original motivation, he quickly found himself swept
away by the story. When describing the writing process, he said he "wept and laughed, and wept
again," and he "walked about the black streets of London fifteen or twenty miles many a night
when all sober folks had gone to bed." He believed in his work so passionately that, despite his
financial situation, he paid for production of the book out of his own pocket after disagreements
with his publishers. Hoping to make his work more affordable to the masses, he also lowered its
cost to only five shillings.

A Christmas Carol was released during the Christmas season of 1843. Although its high
production cost and low selling price did not bring in a lot of profits, it was an immediate success
-- and it made a permanent mark on how Christmas is viewed and celebrated in modern times.
The vocabulary has crept into today's conversations, with a "Scrooge" being someone who refuses
to get in the holiday spirit, and "Tiny Tim" being any innocent in a vulnerable situation. Most
importantly, every time this piece of literature is read or displayed on the silver screen, it
reminds us of a vision of Christmas that has little to do with displays of wealth, and instead
focuses on loved ones and the joy of an act of charity.
Discussion
• Do you agree that Dickens’ central idea is that ‘Christmas… has little to do with displays of wealth,
and instead on… the jyo of an act of charity’? Why?

Task: Read the opening of Stave 3.
Focus on Dickens’ descriptions of the feast and Christmas celebrations. How is language used to create a
sense of abundance and prosperousness? Create a series of word journeys to explore connotations.

What images of celebration are presented to Scrooge and readers? What significance do they have?
Image of celebration

Significance

Discussion:
• What impressions of Christmas are created?
• How does the depiction of Christmas offer a contrast to austerity and asceticism?
• How does Dickens help to refine a contemporary impression of Christmas?
Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) In what ways is the Ghost of Christmas Present an archetypal image of Father Christmas?
2) What is Plenty’s horn and why is it significant?
3) What is the significance of the spirit showing Scrooge such an abundant feast?
4) How does Scrooge’s response to the second spirit indicate his change in character?
5) What is the irony and importance of Scrooge asking the spirit to let him ‘profit’ from his lesson?

Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

“A jolly giant… cheery voice… joyful air”

“To a poor one most… because it needs it most”

“I see a vacant seat… the child will die”

Application
How does the Ghost of Christmas Present symbolise the Christmas ideal?
Consider the character as a symbol of:
• Generosity
• Goodwill
• Celebration
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.
4. Explode evidence.
English Language Exam Practice
Engish Language Paper 2 Question 4
Task: Compare how the writers present their attitudes and perspectives towards Christmas in the micro-tasks
below.
Source A
I remember the Christmases of my childhood like
yesterday. I remember stirring in the pre-dawn
darkness, stumbling silently to my sister’s bedroom,
and tip-toeing desperately down the stairs and into
the living room. Every movement was an act of
stealth: we didn’t dare wake Mum or Dad before
7:00. With bated breath, we would stand outside
the living room and enter together, eyes glistening
with excitement: what would Father Christmas have
brought this year? I long for those days again.

Source B
This Christmas, I will be alone. Again. It is something
you are never warned about as you grow old.
Becoming frail? Losing teeth? Forgetting the day of
the week? These are all things I came to expect, but
the loneliness of Christmas hits me like a truck each
and every year. It wasn’t always this way. I wasn’t
always alone. I still decorate the house; it's an act of
defiance. And I’ll still have a turkey. Even if it’s just
me, my tree and my golden turkey, I’ll celebrate
again this year. It’s a party for one.

Remember to:
 Identify the writers’ attitudes and perspectives.

 Be able to explain why they view Christmas as they do.
 Identify the writers’ methods and analyse IMPACT.
 Compare attitudes, perspectives and methods.
Review
List three differences between the first two spirits.
1.
2.
3.

THE CRATCHIT FAMILY: HUMANISING THE LOWER CLASSES
Stave: 3
LO: To evaluate how Dickens uses the Cratchit
family to humanise the lower classes.

Vocabulary
1. Resilient
2. Determined
3. Warm
4. Compassionate

Recap and recall
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) In what ways is the Ghost of Christmas Present an archetypal image of Father Christmas?
2) What is Plenty’s horn and why is it significant?
3) What is the significance of the spirit showing Scrooge such an abundant feast?
4) How does Scrooge’s response to the second spirit indicate his change in character?
5) What is the irony and importance of Scrooge asking the spirit to let him ‘profit’ from his lesson?
New learning
Task: Read the description of the Cratchits from Stave 3.
•
•

Scrooge’s perspective in this stave is as an outsider. Why do you think that this is structurally
significant?
What are the things that Scrooge observes, and why are these things significant?

Cratchit family (Bob, Mrs Cratchit, Martha, Peter, Tiny Tim)
o Vocabulary: Resilient, determined, warm, compassionate
o Dickens’ purpose: the family serves as a reminder of the humanity of the lower classes
Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) How does the Cratchit family feel about Scrooge?
2) How does the image of the Cratchit family help to convey an impression of Christmas as a time of
generosity and goodwill?
3) Despite Mrs Cratchit’s anger towards Scrooge, what values does Bob Cratchit seem to personify?
4) What is the significance of Tiny Tim’s echoing “God bless us every one!”

Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

“Scrooge was the ogre of the family”

“Mrs Cratchit made the gravy hissing hot, Master Peter mashed the potatoes with incredible vigour,
Miss Belinda sweetened up the apple sauce...”

Mrs Cratchit – “I’d give him a piece of my mind”

“God bless us every one!”

Application
How does Dickens use the Cratchit family to humanise the lower classes, and why was this important when
you consider the context of the novella?
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.
4. Explode evidence.
English Language Exam Practice
English Language Paper 1 Question 2 / Paper 2 Question 3
How does Dickens use language to establish a mood of celebration in this stave?
You could analyse:
• Words and phrases
• Language devices
• Sentence forms
Remember to:
 Use the TEA structure
 Focus on IMPACT
 Focus on effects on the reader
Review
Write a thesis for the following question:
How does Dickens juxtapose Scrooge’s attitudes towards Christmas at the start of the novella, with the
images conveyed in this stave?

IGNORANCE AND WANT: SOCIETY' S CRUELTY
Stave: 3
LO: To evaluate Dickens’ use of Ignorance and Want
as a symbol of society’s cruelty.

Vocabulary
1. Tormented
2. Tortured
3. Distressing

Recap and recall
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) How does the Cratchit family feel about Scrooge?
2) How does the image of the Cratchit family help to convey an impression of Christmas as a time of
generosity and goodwill?
3) Despite Mrs Cratchit’s anger towards Scrooge, what values does Bob Cratchit seem to personify?
4) What is the significance of Tiny Tim’s echoing “God bless us every one!”
New learning

Task: Begin by reading the following diary entry, written by Arthur Munby in 1864.
Walking through S. James's Park about 4 p.m., I found the open spaces of sward on either side the path thickly
dotted over with strange dark objects. They were human beings; ragged men & ragged women; lying prone &
motionless, not as those who lie down for rest & enjoyment, but as creatures worn out and listless. A park
keeper came up: who are these? I asked. They are men out of work, said he, and unfortunate girls; servant girls,
many of them, what has been out of place and took to the streets, till they've sunk so low that they cant get a
living even by prostitution. It's like this every day, till winter comes; and then what they do I don't know. They
come as soon as the gates opens; always the same faces: they bring broken victuals with 'em, or else goes to the
soup kitchen in Vinegar Yard; and except for that, they lie about here all day. The girls herd with the men,
whether they know ' em or not: and at night they leave, and sleep on steps or anywhere, and comes hack next
morning. It's a disgrace Sir (said he), to go on in a City like this; and foreigners to see it, too! Why Sir, these
unfortunates are all over the place: the ground (he added with a gesture of disgust) is lousy with them'. I looked
and looked; it was Dante and Virgil gazing on the damned; and still they did not move. The men were more or
less tattered, but their dress was working dress, & so did not seem out of place. But the girls were clothed in
what had once been finery: filthy draggled muslins; thin remnants of gay shawls, all rent and gaping; crushed
and greasy bonnets of fashionable shape, with sprigs of torn flowers, bits of faded velvet, hanging from them.
Their hands and faces were dirty & weather-stained; and they lay, not (as far I saw) herding with the men, but
singly or in little groups; sprawling about the grass in attitudes ungainly, and unfeminine, and bestial: one flat
on her face, another curled up like a dog with her head between her knees; another with her knees bent under
her, and her cheek on the ground, and her arms spread out stiff and awkward, on either side of her. Every pose
expressed an absolute degradation and despair: and the silence & deadness of the prostrate crowd was appalling.
I counted these miserable lazzaroni, as I went along; and on one side only of one path (leading from the lake to
the Mall), there were one hundred and five of them. 105 forlorn and foetid outcasts - women, many of them grovelling on the sward, in the bright sunshine of a July afternoon, with Carlton House Terrace and Westminster

Abbey looking down at them, and infinite well-drest citizens passing by on the other side. The Keeper said he
had no doubt there were more than 200 of these folk in the Park at that moment. ...

List four things about the ‘ragged men and women’ that you learn from this extract.
1)
2)
3)
4)
Discussion
How does this genuine diary entry illustrate the living conditions of the poor and out of work in 19th century
England?
Task: Read the end of Stave 3, focusing on the description of Ignorance and Want.
Identify evidence that supports each of the following words to describe the children.
Vocabulary
Tormented
Tortured
Distressing

Evidence

Explanation

Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) Who does the spirit say the children, Ignorance and Want, belong to?
2) What do the children, Ignorance and Want, symbolise?
3) How does the spirit in Stave 3 echo Scrooge’s own callous words?
4) How does Scrooge’s response to the children, Ignorance and Want, convey the growing change to
his character?
Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

“Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish”

“No change, no degradation, no perversion of humanity… has monsters half so horrible and dread”

Spirit: “Are there no prisons? Are there no workhouses?”

Application
How does Dickens use the symbolic characters of Ignorance and Want to expose the consequences of
society’s greed and avarice?
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.
4. Explode evidence.
English Language Exam Practice
English Language Paper 1 Question 3
How does Dickens structure Stave 3 to interest the reader?
Remember to:
 Answer ‘What, how, why?’
 Think like a camera
 Use structural vocabulary like:
o Foregrounds
▪ Establishes
▪ Introduces
▪ Foreshadows
▪ Sparks
o Change of focus
▪ Reveals
▪ Develops
▪ Builds
▪ Concludes
▪ Resolves
▪ Echoes
Review
Summarise the lessons learnt by Scrooge so far in the novella.

THE GHOST OF CHRISTMAS YET TO COME: A MORAL
RECKONING
Stave: 4
LO: To evaluate how Dickens uses the Ghost of
Christmas Yet to Come as a foreboding symbol of
death as a moral reckoning.

Vocabulary
1. Harrowing
2. Sinister
3. Threatening
4. Reckoning

Recap and recall
1) Who does the spirit say the children, Ignorance and Want, belong to?
2) What do the children, Ignorance and Want, symbolise?
3) How does the spirit in Stave 3 echo Scrooge’s own callous words?
4) How does Scrooge’s response to the children, Ignorance and Want, convey the growing change to
his character?
New learning
Key Vocabulary
A reckoning is the process of calculating or estimating something. In this stave, Scrooge meets the Ghost of
Christmas Yet To Come who presents him with images of his future. Scrooge’s lonely death is the
consequence of his greed and avarice; the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come’s warning is a reckoning of
Scrooge’s fate.
Task: Read the opening of Stave 4 focusing on the descriptions of the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come.

How does Dickens create the following impressions of the spirit? Identify evidence and methods.
Impression
Harrowing
Sinister
Threatening

Evidence

Methods

Context
o Christian perspective of death – moral reckoning
• The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come
o Vocabulary: Harrowing, sinister, threatening
o Dickens’ purpose: Symbolising a fear of death and death as a moral reckoning, bringing punishment or
reward
Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) What are the similarities between the spirit and the Grim Reaper?
2) Despite his fear, how does Scrooge try to greet the spirit?
3) What is the significance of the spirit’s silence?
4) What is the significance of the spirit being able to see Scrooge, but Scrooge unable to see it?
Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

“Shrouded in a deep black garment… one outstretched hand”

“I fear you more than any spectre I have seen”

“Oh, tell me I may sponge away the writing on this stone!”

Application
“Each of the spirits teaches Scrooge an important moral lesson. He learns from the past, the present and the
future.”
How does Dickens present the moral lessons of the spirits?
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.
4. Explode evidence.
English Language Exam Practice
English Language Paper 2 Question 2
Write a summary of the differences between the second and third spirits to visit Scrooge.
Remember to:
 Make inferences about each of the spirits;

 Use short evidence to support points;
 Explain evidence clearly;
 Use comparative adjectives / statements to illustrate differences between the two spirits.
Review
Sketch each of the three spirits and label them with the most important imagery related to their presentation.

DEATH: GRIEF AND REGRET
Stave: 4
Vocabulary
LO: To evaluate how Dickens presents images of 1. Traumatic
death to evoke the consequences of the class 2. Mournful
system.
3. Tragic
Recap and recall
1) What are the similarities between the spirit and the Grim Reaper?
2) Despite his fear, how does Scrooge try to greet the spirit?
3) What is the significance of the spirit’s silence?
4) What is the significance of the spirit being able to see Scrooge, but Scrooge unable to see it?
New learning

Task: Read the rest of Stave 4. In this stave, Dickens juxtaposes two very different images of death.
As you read, make notes to summarise the differences between these two jxutaposed images of death. Try
to use the following vocabulary:
• Traumatic
• Lonely
• Mournful
• Tragic
Scrooge’s Death

Tiny Tim’s Death

Discussion
• Why do you think Dickens presents two vastly different depictions of death?
• How does each image of death affect Scrooge?
• How do these images contribute to his development as a character?
Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) What do the scavengers do to Scrooge’s corpse?
2) How does Scrooge feel when he sees the treatment of the dead man?
3) How do the Cratchits care for Tiny Tim’s body?
4) How is Fred’s kindness re-affirmed in this stave?

5) What vision finally leads to Scrooge pleading to live a better life?
Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

Scrooge’s Death

Businessmen: “Old Scratch has got his own at last hey?”

Stealing from his corpse: “To profit us when he was dead”

Scrooge’s debtors: “We may sleep tonight with light hearts, Caroline!”

“Scrooge crept towards it, trembling… upon the stone of the neglected grave his own name”

Application
How does Dickens present ideas about death in A Christmas Carol?
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.
4. Explode evidence.
English Language Exam Practice
“We must all learn from our mistakes. Even if we have previously indulged our vices, we are all able to change
if we choose to do so.”
Write a speech for an assembly where you express the importance of learning from your mistakes.
Remember to:
• Use a clear introduction;
• Include a counterargument (what others think);
• Include an argument (what you think)
• Use anecdotes;
• Use a clear conclusion;
• Use an extended metaphor;
• Use rhetorical and persuasive devices.
Review
Choose one quotation from Stave 2, 3 and 4 that show Scrooge’s gradual change.

A CHANGED MAN: FAMILIAR FACES
Stave: 5
LO: To evaluate how Dickens uses the structure of
the novella to emphasise Scrooge’s transformation.

Vocabulary
1. Cyclical
2. Metamorphoses
3. Redemption

Recap and recall
1) What are the similarities between the spirit and the Grim Reaper?
2) Despite his fear, how does Scrooge try to greet the spirit?
3) What is the significance of the spirit’s silence?
4) What is the significance of the spirit being able to see Scrooge, but Scrooge unable to see it?
New learning

Task: Read Stave 5. Stave 5 is a structural echo of the first Stave, with Scrooge meeting again many of those
he spoke to with disdain.
As you read, identify the points of contrast and echoing between the two staves.
Stave 1

Stave 5

Discussion
• Why does Dickens use this cyclical structure?
• What effect does the echoing and mirroring have on readers?

Quiz
Answer the following questions in full sentences:
1) Why is Scrooge so elated at the start of this stave?
2) What does Scrooge do for Bob Cratchit? What does it signify?
3) What is the significance of Scrooge visiting Fred?
4) Describe the change in Scrooge’s relationship with Tiny Tim.
5) How is the allusion to the ‘Total Abstinence Principle’ humorous?
6) What is the significance of the novella’s final sentence?
Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

“I am light as a feather, I am as happy as an angel, I am as merry as a schoolboy, I am giddy as a drunken man”

“I’ll send it to Bob Cratchit!”

“Will you let me in Fred?”

“I am about to raise your salary!”

Application
How does Dickens structure the novella to emphasise the change in Scrooge’s character?
• Explain how Dickens uses contrast, echoing and mirroring to emphasise Scrooge’s character.
• Use references from both Stave 1 and Stave 5.
• Analyse the impact of Dickens’ use of contrast, echoing and mirroring.
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.
4. Explode evidence.
English Language Exam Practice
English Language Paper 2 Question 2
Write a summary of the differences between Scrooge’s character at the start of the novella, and his character
at the end.
Remember to:
 Make inferences about Scrooge’s character;
 Use short evidence to support points;




Explain evidence clearly;
Use comparative adjectives / statements to illustrate differences between Scrooge’s character at the
start and end.

Review
Choose one quotation from the start of the novella and one from the end that clearly show Scrooge’s
transformation. Compare and contrast.

SCROOGE'S JOURNEY: FROM AVARICE TO BENEVOLENCE
Stave: 5
LO: To evaluate how and why Dickens presents
Scrooge’s transformation from avarice to
benevolence.

Vocabulary
1. Redemption
2. Generosity
3. Benevolence
4. Charity

Recap and recall
1) Why is Scrooge so elated at the start of this stave?
2) What does Scrooge do for Bob Cratchit? What does it signify?
3) What is the significance of Scrooge visiting Fred?
4) Describe the change in Scrooge’s relationship with Tiny Tim.
5) How is the allusion to the ‘Total Abstinence Principle’ humorous?
6) What is the significance of the novella’s final sentence?
New learning

Although in many ways Dickens has created a fairly secular tale, the novella’s ending and Scrooge’s moral
redemption is certainly reflective of Christian values.
Task: Create a graph to show Scrooge’s journey from avarice to benevolence, identifying the key moments
and how they affected him throughout the novella.
Avarice

Benevolence
Stave 1

Stave 2

Stave 3

Stave 4

Stave 5

Discussion
• What do you think affected Scrooge the most in the novella?
• Where do readers begin to develop empathy for Scrooge?
• At what stage do you think Scrooge is truly redeemed?
Context
o Moral redemption – Christian values in a secular tale
• Scrooge’s transformation
o Vocabulary: redemption, generosity, benevolence, charity
o Dickens’ purpose: To encourage upper classes to share in Christmas as a time of kindness, joy and charity,
and to call on the upper classes to change their dangerously cruel attitudes towards the lower classes.
Key Quotations
Explode the following key quotations for this extract.

“He became as good a friend, as good a master, and as good a man, as the good old city knew”

“As Tiny Tim observed, God Bless Us, Every One!”

Application
How does Dickens present Scrooge’s redemption in A Christmas Carol?
Remember to plan for success:
1. Upgrade the question and develop a thesis.
2. Identify three sequential points/arguments.
3. Identify relevant evidence.
4. Explode evidence.

English Language Exam Practice
EITHER:
Write a description inspired by the image below.

OR:
Write the opening of a narrative about someone who has a dramatic change of heart.
Review
Write out all of your ACC quotations. How many can you remember?

