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TheFeatures of a Play Script

Feature

Definition

Example

A play

Not a book or novet Priestly wrote An
Inspector Calls to beeard and
performed on a stage

Stage
Directions

Priestley uses Stage Directions to sho
how the play should look on stage. The
include set changes, lighting and
costumes. Stage directions are also us
G2 O2y@Seé GKS g\

Props

Significant items on stage that add to tf

plot. These items can be used to provic

clues and create a sense of mystery a
tension.

Acts

A play is divided into Acts. Each Act

develops the plot and contains elemen

of changing characters, action, clima
and resolution

Entrancesand
exits

How characters enter and exit the stag
is significant to the plot. Sometimes the
are accompanied with sound.

Beginnings and
ends of each ac

Priestley uses the acts to create tensic
often W T NI &é actiorat@build
suspense. He uses clifangers to make
the audience wait.

Warning signs

Clues (props, stage directions, dialogu
that are present from the beginning
signs of problems that are presented t
the audience.

Dramatic Irony

When the audience knows more than

the characters. Dramatic irony gives

power to the audience. Priestly uses it
highlight character flaws.

Dialogue/
Language

¢KS OKI N} OlSNRa

information about them: mood and

tone, emotions, social class, thoughts

and feelings about events and other

characters. Language is used to highlig

social differences and changes in
characters.

Audience

The play isvritten for a group of people
who will watch the performance.
Everything that happens on stage is t
create a reaction from the audience tg
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Identify the features of gplay in the following extract from the opening of An Inspector Calls

AN INSPECTGB C ALLS social superior. SHEILA is a pretty girl in ber early

twenties, very pleased with life and rather excited.

GERALD CROFT is an attractive chap about thirty, rather

too manly to be a dandy, but very much the easy well-

ACT I bred young-man-about-town. ERIC is in bis middle
twenties, not quite at ease, balf shy, half assertive, At
the moment they bave all had a good dinner, are cele-
brating a special occasion, and are pleased with them-

SCENE: Dining-room of a fairly large suburban house,
belonging to a fairly prosperous manufacturer. Jt is a

solidly built room, with good solid furniture of the sélvée:

period. Upstage right there is an alcove with a beavy '

sideboard. A door from the alcove leads to the kitchen. BIRLING. Thank you, Edna. That’s right. (Pusbes port toward ERIC.
Upstage left is a large double door used almost exclu- EDNA crosses to Uf. stdebf)ard.) You ought to }1ke this port, Gerald.
sively. A fireplace is along the right wall with a cur- As a mat;ethf 3“} chhh'ley assured me it’s exactly the same
tained window on eitber side. There are two leather g:;g“{r;:ne‘;f&tlem;ﬁ ::ht T S s At
armchairs on either side of the fireplace and down stage : .

being a good judge of port. I don’t pretend to know much about
it. (EDNA crosses down to table.)

SHEILA. (Gaily, possessively.) 1 should jolly well think so, Gerald.
I'd hate you to know all about port—like one of these purple-

from it an ornate floor lamp and a small table with
telepbone. A little upstage of cenler is a solid but not
too large dining room table with solid set of dining room

chairs around it. A few imposing but tasteless pictures faced old men. (EDNA crosses to sideboard.)
and engravings. The general effect is substantial and coni- BIRLING, Here, 'm not a purple-faced old man,
fortable and old-fashioned but not cozy and bomelike. SHEILA. No, not yet. But then you don’t know all about port—do
you?
AT RISE OF CURTAIN: The four BIRLINGS and GERALD are BIRLING. (Noticing that bis wife, SYBIL, has not taken any.) Now
seated at table, with ARTHUR BIRLING al one end, bis then, Sybil, you must take a little tonight. Special occasion,
4 y’know, eh?
i stage, and SHEILA .
w’:f; actsrlziino”::‘:éFErmie:::; mfp::i;: tEiNA a neatly SHEILA. Yes, go on, Mummy. You must drink our health. (EDNA
a b ?

goes to table.)

MRS, BIRLING, (Smiling.) Very well, then. Just a little, thank you.
(Jo EDNA, who is about to go with tray.) All right, Edna. Pll
ring from the drawing-room when we want coffee. Probably in
about half an hour, (EDNA crosses to kitchen door.)

EDNA. (Going.) Yes, Ma’am. (EDNA goes out. They now bave all

dressed parlor maid, in her late twenties, is just clear-
ing table which bas no cloth, of dessert plates, cham-
pagne glasses and champagne bottle, taking them to
sideboard, then going back to table with decanter of
port. Port glasses are already on table. All five are in

evening dress of the period, the men in tails and white the glasses filled. BIRLING beams at them and clearly relaxes.)
lies. ARTHUR BIRLING is a heavy-looking, rather por- BIRLING. Well, well—this is very nice. Very nice. Good dinner too,
tentous man in bis middle fifties, with fairly easy Sybil. Tell Co_ok from me.

manners but rather provincial in bis speech, His wife GERALD. (Politely.) Absolutely first-class. ’

is about fifty, a ratber cold woman and her busband’s MRS. BIRLING. (Reproachbfully.) Arthur, you'’re not supposed to

say such things ——
5
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PlayProduction

Priestley wrote the play for a stage and he uses dramatic devices to build tension and create conflict.

Complete the boxes belowvith quotes from the stage direans. Explain the significance of the device and how Priestley uses it to create a dramatic play.

Special
effects

Y "
L\ Lightin
/ Set \ / Actors/m\ il




An, indpecto’r Calls

by JB Priostloy

Question

Focus QUESTION MILD Question HOT EXTRA HOT Your question
C{:mFarE the word
WHAT ARE THE 'EHSFEEhnr' to Ehe
CONNOTATIONS OF What sort of word scene bhal is
The title T WORD is'an'? Why is this = described in the
INSPECTOR' significant? stage directions-
do the bwo g0
Eﬂgd:her?
Anewere
What inferences
and deductions
The HOW IS THE can be made
ﬁJmlh.Il“Q: mm mﬂ hﬂi GLEEEH.JUE:’. H\E PEg&PdJﬂg t:hE
and DESCRI dinmer party? class and
characters . position in
society of the
Birlings?
Anewere

What deductions can =~ What impressions

ThE ﬁjﬁld TBO ARE be made about the does ‘Fri.esﬂaj wiLsh

’ OM THE TABLE? atmosphere of the ko give about this
" WHAT IS THE partyandthe | family? How should
ghting  LIGHTING LIKE? closeness of the | phe audience feel
family? aboul therm?

Answere



Relevant Vocabulary find the full quote/examplein the play.

Suburban
(adjective)
A residential area on the edge of a cit
or town where people who work in the
city or town often live.

Prosperous
(adjective)
Successful, usually by earning a lot ¢
money. Rich and wealthy.

Decanter
(noun)
A decorative glass container for wing
and other alcoholic drink

Scaremonger

(noun)
Aperson who spreads stories that
cause public fear.

Port Portentous Provincial Agitations
(noun) (adjective) (adjective) (noun)
A strong, sweet red wine. Often servg Serious and trying to be very importan Having opinions and ideas that are ol Worry and anxiety
after dinner. Shows arrogance and conceit. fashioned and simple.
Guffaws Squiffy Fiddlesticks Capital
(verb) (adjective) (exclamation (noun)

To laugh loudly, especially sdmething
stupid that someone has said or don€

Slightly drunk.

Used to express disagreement or to s
that something in nonsense.

A large amount of money used for
producing morewealth.

Cranks

(noun)
A person who has strange or unusug
beliefs.

Disconcerting
(adjective)
Anxious, unsettled and worried

Infirmary
(noun)
An old name for a hospital.

Labour

(noun)
A polity party that believes in social
equality, a more equal sharing of wealtk
and the rights of workers.




Modestly
(adverh

To downplay your own abilities and
achievements.

By Jove
(noun)

Used to express surprise or to emphasise
statement.

Officious
(adjective

Too eager to tell people what to do and havin
too high an opinion of your own importance.

Impertinent
(adjective
Rude and not showing respect towards
someone older or in a higher position that yo

Vindictive

(adjective
Having orshowing a wish to harm someon
because you think they have harmed you

Impressionable
(adjectivg

Easily influenced by other people, especig

because you are young.

Absurd
(adjectivg
Believed to be stupid and unreasonable

Wretched
(adjectivg
Unpleasant

Aqgitated Savagely Bluffed Women of the town
(adjectivg (adverh (verb) (euphemism
Nervous because of worry or feat that is In a violent, cruel or very severe way. To deceive someone by faking or Prostitutes
difficult to control. pretending to do something.
Goole Dramatic Irony Euphemisms Prejudiced
(noun) The situation in which the audience of a play] A word or phrase used to avoid sayin Showing an unreasonable dislike fo

YD K 2 sizhn@e, suspicious and unnaturg

knows something thathe characters do not.

an unpleasant or offensive word.

something or someone.

Omniscient
(adjective
Having unlimited knowledgeappears to
know everything

Capitalism
(noun)
An economic, political and social system in wh
people are motivated by profit and success.

Socialism

(noun)
The set of beliefs that states that all peop
are equal.

Responsibility

(noun)
To have a duty oobligation to help, support,
provide, work so that certain things are dong




C Rewrite the story of An Inspector Calls

C Use as many of these new words as possible.

C Highlight them once you have done.

C Lang AOTommunicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively
C Lang AO6/Lit AO4ccurate SPaG




TEN VOCAB_ARYQUESTIONS

2 KAOK I R2S eutcesdfd, rioh&utdy &
gSEEAKeQ

1. Portentous

2. Prosperous

3. Port

4. Provincial

Which verb means to deceive someo®e
1. Guffaws

2. Modestly.

3. Savagely

4. Bluffed

Which nounshows a large amount of money useqg
for producing more wealth?
1. Capitalist
2. Capitalism
3. Capital
4. Capitalisation

2 KAOK I R2 S 6tipid @8l unveSsbnyiie
1. Agitated
2. Vindictive
3. Absurd
4, Wretched

A euphemism iX

1. The situation in which the audience of a pl
knows someting that the characters do nof

2. Showing an unreasonable dislike for
something or someone.

3. Used to express disagreement or to say th
something in nonsense.

4. A word or phrase used to avoid saying an

unpleasant or offensive word.

Which R2S 00 A PSS YSIya G2
1. Officious

2. Omniscient

3. Impertinent
4

. Provincial

WhatSELINB & &aA2y Aa dzaSR
1. Guffaws

2. By Jove

3. Squiffy

4. Fiddlesticks

Whichnoun represents equality
1. Responsibility

2. Labour

3. Socialism

4. Society

Which adjective is used to describe someone wh
is easily influence@
1. Modestly.
2. Disconcerting
3. Cranks
4. Impressionable

Prejudice isX
1. Used to express disagreement or to say th

something in nonsense.

The situation in which the audience of a pl

knows someling that the characters do nof

A word or phrase used to avoid saying an

unpleasant or offensive word.

Showing an unreasonable dislike for

something or someone.

2.

3.




An Inspector Calls

J.B.Priestley

It is a spring evening in 1912 at the Brumley home of the Birlings,
prosperous industrial family in the North Midlands.

The family is enjoying a dinner party celebrating the engagement
their daughter to a man who is heir to the most succestlily
business in the Northbut they are about to be interrupted by the
persistent Police Inspector, Inspector Goole.

Act One: a family affair in 1912

Arthur Birling, a wealthy businessman, and his family are celebrating the engagementiatipiger
SheilaThe play begins with the idea that all is well at the Birling houselattiur gives a speech to
Gerald and Eric about business. He says that every man should look after himself. The doorbell ri
theyreceive a visit from an Inspemt Inspector Goole, who has come to inform them that a young
working class girl cadl Eva Smith has committed suicide by drinking disinfecadtthat he is there to
investigate her sudden suicidi turns out that Arthur Birling sacked Eva Smith froism factory and
Sheila Birling asked for Eva Smith to be sacked from Millwards (a clothing shop) last year. The Ing
explains that Eva Smith changed her name to Daisy Renton. Gerald appears shocked and Eric leg

ActTwo:theL Y A LISOG 2 NR&a Ay @SadA3alrarazy O2yiAy
The family are, in turn, interrogated by the Inspector, and evident cracks appear in their relationsh
with one another! Y RSNJ G KS LINBaada2NBE 2F (GKS LyalLlSOG2NI
outtohavel a Kl YSTdzZ aSONBUG € A @erandys breed koSonfess helspent ad |
summer with Daisy Renton, who was his mistress. Sheila returns his engagement ring and Gerald
{@0Af . ANIAY3A 00K2 aAA0a 2yyHKSI SR YU Kl @ AKyF IN]
appealforhel@ { &@o0Af ofl YS&a (GKS FIFIIKSNI 2F 9@l k5FAA
is the father of the child.

Act Three: vino is responsible?

Eric returns and confesses to being the fath&ro9 g k 5 A a8 Q& dzy o 2N}y OKA
RNbzy { Syfte FT2NOSR KSNJ (i2 KIFI@®S &SE 6A0GK KAYZ
2FFAOS (2 &dzLILI2 NI KSNXY» 90Fyk5FAae NB2SOGSR
mother, Sybil, for having murdered her own grandchild. The Inspector reminds everyone that they
Fff 0SSy NBalLlRyaArAofS F2NJ 6KS RSFGK 2F 90 k5
another. The Inspector leaves.

Act Three: the oy reveal

DSNI}fR NBGdzZNYy&A |yR Fyy2dzyoO0Sa GKFEG GKSNB Aa
confirms this when he calls the station. Gerald then calls the infirmary and no one has committed
suicide. Mr Birling, Sybil and Geraldtadlieve it was hoax and begin to relax. Sheila and Eric argue
they are all still guilty and must take responsibilithe phone then rings, informing the family that
young woman has been found dead after drinking disinfectantaaRalice Inspectas to visit them that
evening.The curtain falls




CONTEXBritain in 1912 and 1948 What key events happened during this time period? Label the events below.

Match the quote to theevent Mr

Birling is describing. Explain the
significance of each context poirg
write your answers around the outside
of each hexagon.

MrBirling:a [ F &4 Y2y (GKZI 2
YAYSNR OFYS 2dzi 2vy
wild talk about possible labourduble in
GKS ySI N Fdziidz2NBd 52
0KS 62NRG 2F Al oé

Mr Birling: &ust because the Kaiser makes
speech or two, or a few German officers
have too much to drink and begin talking
nonsense, yofl hear some people say that
warQ inevitable And to that | say,
fiddlesticksé

MrBirling:a ¢ KS 62 NI RQAd R
GKFG AdQftf YF1S 6FN

Mr Birling: éthe Titanicq she sails next week
¢ forty-six thousand eight hundred torgs
forty-six thousand eight hundred torgs

New York in five daysand every luxury,
and unsinkable, absolutely unsinkalgle.

MrBirling: d! YR 6SQNB Ay
steadily increasing prosperii & ® ¢
MrBirling:a XAy GKS T2 NIiAS
€2dzQft 06S tAGAYy3I AY
forgotten all these Capital versus Labour
F3IAGlrGA2ya FyR Fff

MrBirling:d 6 KS& adzRRSyf @
F2NJ Y2NB Y2y SexiaidQa

lad 2 d7NT O2 3113 R2aV dé

HELP THEM FINISH THEIR JOB!

217

VOTE LABOUR

Why did Priestley write
the play in 1945 but set
the play in 19127




Edwardian Society

TheEdwardian eraor Edwardian periodcovers the reign of King Edward VII 19®110, but also covers
the period of time from the midl890s to the outbreak of WW1 in 1914. During the early 1900s ther
were significant political shifts in society. Where previously common labourers and woeren w
excluded from society they became increasingly politicised. The Edwardian period maintained a r
class system, however the changing economic system creating more social mobility. This include
increased interest isocialism attention to theplight of the poorand the issue o 2 YSyYy Q& .a d
As industry rapidly increased, so did economic opportunities.

Glossary \

Elite:
Etiquette:
{ SNl yiQa SyiN}yOSYy

Upstairs vs Downstairs:

o /

The Rules of Edwardian Society

A poor person has no manners / class / sophistication / education.

A poor person cannot ever become wealthy / rich.

The poor and the rich should never naixriendships / relationships / work.

A poor person should be grateful for all that the rich help to provide them.
¢KS NAOK RARYQG gyl (G2 &aSS 2NJ KSI|

The rich employed the poor.

To Io o Do Io Do Do

A rich person could sack or punish a poor employee without consequences.

The play is about theelationship between the poor and the rich.

Discuss:
At the beginning of the play:

At the end of the play:




2 K2Q&a K2 Ay . NHzYtf Sek

Label the characters with their name and a brief outlinghefir key characteristics.




Act One:a family affair

As the play begins we see tB&lings, a middleclass family,

| CONGRATULATIONS celebrating the engagement of their daughter Sheila to
AND VERY BEST WISHES Gerald Croft. Everyons joyous and content, saying the right

things and creating a perfect picture. But underneath the

surface there are hints of conflict.

. Arthur Birling is keen to impress Gerald, who is from a more
established and socially superior family. His anxiety is
portrayed through pompous speeches in a bid to prove that
his daughter will make an eligible wife.

{ KSAfIl A& &dzaLIAOA2dza 2F DSNJI

adzYYSNJ F YR Aa y2i0 aliAraFASR
. working all summer. We begin to see ttliéferences in what

is expected of men and women in 1912.

Act One: Consolidation
Summary fill in the gaps!

The Birling family live in It is described as an city in the North
Midlands and would likely to have had factories and housing for the thousands of wokkien
the play opens the Birling family are celebrating the of Sheila and Gerald

The moodseems to be friendly and happy. Arthur Birling hopes that the nege will
help his . The ladies retire to the and leave the men to drink their
YUYy YR KFEPSANI WYB@AE G2 2ddrhelapparEn&viiidniid
tells Gerald that he might be in line for a ) 1S alreéea GKI G
his Q YR y20 62NNE Foz2dzi Yoy
rings and an impressive and sgmaean enters.

Comprehensionanswer infull sentences on lined paper.

What type of person is MBirling? How does he define himself?

How does Priestley show the confidence of the Birlings in their social posi
What does Mr Birling want to achiewlerough his speeches?

How does Priestley want Mr Birling to appear to the audience? Why?
What does Eric reveal about Sheila?

What phrase does Mr Birling repeat 3 times? Why is this significant?
What clues are there that all is not as perfect as it s€ems

= =4 =4 =4 -4 -4




In these extracts, Arthur Birling presents his views on war and business.

1. Give each speech a headimgrh those listed below to sum up what it is about.
2. Annotate each speech with comments on the use and impact of dramatic irony.

Strikes 2 NJ g2y Qi Progress No such thing as societ
Business prospects  Look after numberone | A & (i 2 NEmate? | The future looks good

®KSNEQa | 322R RS f

¢ but ¢ and | speak as a hatttaded busines:
YIYyS gK2 Kra d2 Gr1S
about ¢ | say, you can ignore all this si
pessimistic talk. When yow I NNZE e
marrying at a very good time. Yes, a very g
timegl YR &a22y AGQff &S

dLast month, just because the miners came
AGNAR]1 ST GKSNBQa 204
labour trouble in the near future5 2 y Q

25Q0S LI aaSREGKS g2 NI

AWe employers at last are coming together to s
that our interestsg and the interests of Capita|

F NB LINRLISNI & LINRGSON¢
steadily increasing prosperity.

Gladd 2dz YSYiA2ySR AlZ
Just because the Kaiser makes a speech or tv
or a few German officers have too much to
RNAY]1l YR 06S3aAy GFf {7
a2ys LS2LxXS aleée GKF
that | sayc fiddlesticks! ThdD SN | y & R
want war. Nobody wants war, except some hg
OAPAtA&aSR F2ft1a Ay ot
too much at stake these days. Everything to Ic
and nothing to gain by wag.




221 Fd GKS LINRPINBaa
062 Bageuerbplanes that will be able to ¢
anywhere. And look at the way the auto
Y20Af SQa Y qbiggedandiSterrali
the time. And then ships. Why, a friend of min
went over this new liner last weekthe Titanic

¢ she sails next weekforty-six thousand eight
hundred tons- forty-six thousand eight hundrec
¢ New York in five daysand every luxury, and
unsinkable, absolutely unsinkatkde.

Ly GoeSyide 2Nlch Kraine
1940¢ you may be giving a little party likis g
your son or daughter might be getting engage
¢ckyR L GStf @2dz oeé 0
world that will have forgotten all these Capital
versus Labour agitations and all these silly littl
g1 N a0 NSBad ¢ KSNBQf ¢
rapid progress everywhergexcept of course in
Russia, which will always be behindhand
naturally €

G dzi oKIF G a2 Ylye 27F
understand now, when things are so much
easier, is that a man has to make is own \gay
has to lookafter himself¢ and his family too of
course, when he has organd so long as he
R2Sa GKIFId KS g2y gl O:

éBut the way some of these cranks talk and
GNAGS Y265 82dzQR GKA\Y
after everybody else, as if weere all mixed up
together like bees in a hivgcommunity and all
that nonsense




Explain how Priestley has usdchmatic ironyto present his ideas to the audience




