
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Literature 
Paper 2 Modern Text 

Section A 

 

 

Name _______________________ 

Class ______________ 

 

  



The Features of a Play Script 

Feature Definition Example 

 
A play 

 

 

Not a book or novel ς Priestly wrote An 
Inspector Calls to be heard and 

performed on a stage. 

 

 
Stage 

Directions 

Priestley uses Stage Directions to show 
how the play should look on stage. They 

include set changes, lighting and 
costumes. Stage directions are also used 
ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ 

 

 
Props 

 

Significant items on stage that add to the 
plot. These items can be used to provide 
clues and create a sense of mystery and 

tension. 

 

 
Acts 

A play is divided into Acts. Each Act 
develops the plot and contains elements 

of changing characters, action, climax 
and resolution 

 

 
Entrances and 

exits 
 

 

How characters enter and exit the stage 
is significant to the plot. Sometimes they 

are accompanied with sound. 
 

 

 

 

Beginnings and 
ends of each act 

 

Priestley uses the acts to create tension 
often ΨŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎΩ the action to build 

suspense. He uses cliff-hangers to make 
the audience wait. 

 

 
Warning signs 

Clues (props, stage directions, dialogue) 
that are present from the beginning ς 

signs of problems that are presented to 
the audience. 

 

 
Dramatic Irony 

 

When the audience knows more than 
the characters. Dramatic irony gives 

power to the audience. Priestly uses it to 
highlight character flaws. 

 

 
Dialogue/ 
Language 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ 
information about them: mood and 

tone, emotions, social class, thoughts 
and feelings about events and other 

characters. Language is used to highlight 
social differences and changes in 

characters. 

 

 
Audience 

 

The play is written for a group of people 
who will watch the performance. 

Everything that happens on stage is to 
create a reaction from the audience to 
ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ 

 



Identify the features of a play in the following extract from the opening of An Inspector Calls 

  



Play Production 

Priestley wrote the play for a stage and he uses dramatic devices to build tension and create conflict.  

Complete the boxes below with quotes from the stage directions. Explain the significance of the device and how Priestley uses it to create a dramatic play. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  





Relevant Vocabulary ς find the full quote/example in the play.  

Suburban 
(adjective) 

A residential area on the edge of a city 
or town where people who work in the 

city or town often live. 

 
 

 

Prosperous 
(adjective) 

Successful, usually by earning a lot of 
money. Rich and wealthy. 

Decanter 
(noun) 

A decorative glass container for wine 

and other alcoholic drink. 

Scaremonger 
(noun) 

 A person who spreads stories that 
cause public fear. 

Port 
(noun) 

 A strong, sweet red wine. Often served 
after dinner.  

 
 
 

 

Portentous 
(adjective) 

Serious and trying to be very important. 
Shows arrogance and conceit.  

 

Provincial 
(adjective) 

Having opinions and ideas that are old-
fashioned and simple. 

 

Agitations 
(noun) 

Worry and anxiety 

Guffaws 
(verb) 

To laugh loudly, especially at something 
stupid that someone has said or done. 

 
 
 
 

Squiffy 
(adjective) 

Slightly drunk. 

Fiddlesticks 
(exclamation) 

Used to express disagreement or to say 
that something in nonsense. 

Capital 
(noun) 

A large amount of money used for 
producing more wealth. 

Cranks  
(noun) 

A person who has strange or unusual 
beliefs.  

 
 
 

 

Disconcerting  
(adjective) 

Anxious, unsettled and worried. 

Infirmary  
(noun) 

An old name for a hospital.  

Labour 
(noun) 

A polity party that believes in social 
equality, a more equal sharing of wealth 

and the rights of workers.  



Modestly  
(adverb) 

To downplay your own abilities and 
achievements. 

 

 
 

By Jove  
(noun) 

Used to express surprise or to emphasise a 
statement. 

Officious  
(adjective) 

Too eager to tell people what to do and having 
too high an opinion of your own importance. 

Impertinent  
(adjective) 

Rude and not showing respect towards 
someone older or in a higher position that you. 

Vindictive  
(adjective) 

Having or showing a wish to harm someone 
because you think they have harmed you. 

 
 

 

Impressionable  
(adjective) 

Easily influenced by other people, especially 
because you are young. 

 

Absurd  
(adjective) 

Believed to be stupid and unreasonable. 

 

Wretched  
(adjective) 
Unpleasant  

 

Agitated  
(adjective) 

Nervous because of worry or feat that is 
difficult to control. 

 
 

Savagely  
(adverb) 

In a violent, cruel or very severe way. 

 

Bluffed  
(verb) 

To deceive someone by faking or 
pretending to do something.   

 
 
 

Women of the town 
(euphemism) 

Prostitutes 
 

 

Goole 
(noun) 

ΨDƘƻǳƭΩ ς strange, suspicious and unnatural. 

 
 
 

Dramatic Irony 
The situation in which the audience of a play 
knows something that the characters do not. 

 
 

 

Euphemisms 
A word or phrase used to avoid saying 

an unpleasant or offensive word. 

 

Prejudiced 
Showing an unreasonable dislike for 

something or someone. 

Omniscient 
(adjective) 

Having unlimited knowledge ς appears to 
know everything 

 
 

 

Capitalism 
(noun) 

An economic, political and social system in which 
people are motivated by profit and success. 

 

Socialism 
(noun) 

The set of beliefs that states that all people 
are equal. 

 

Responsibility 
(noun) 

To have a duty or obligation to help, support, 
provide, work so that certain things are done. 

 



Č Rewrite the story of An Inspector Calls. 

Č Use as many of these new words as possible. 

Č Highlight them once you have done. 

Č Lang AO5 communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively 

Č Lang AO6/Lit AO4 accurate SPaG 
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TEN VOCABULARY QUESTIONS 
 
 
²ƘƛŎƘ ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ψsuccessful, rich and 
ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅΩ? 

1. Portentous. 
2. Prosperous. 
3. Port. 
4. Provincial. 

 
 
Which verb means to deceive someone? 

1. Guffaws. 
2. Modestly. 
3. Savagely. 
4. Bluffed. 

 
 
Which noun shows a large amount of money used 
for producing more wealth? 

1. Capitalist. 
2. Capitalism. 
3. Capital. 
4. Capitalisation. 

 
 
²ƘƛŎƘ ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ψstupid and unreasonable? 

1. Agitated. 
2. Vindictive. 
3. Absurd. 
4. Wretched. 

 
 
A euphemism isΧ 

1. The situation in which the audience of a play 
knows something that the characters do not. 

2. Showing an unreasonable dislike for 
something or someone. 

3. Used to express disagreement or to say that 
something in nonsense. 

4. A word or phrase used to avoid saying an 
unpleasant or offensive word. 
 

 

 
 
Which ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ Ψƪƴƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΩΚ 

1. Officious. 
2. Omniscient. 
3. Impertinent. 
4. Provincial. 

 
 
What ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ΨǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΩΚ 

1. Guffaws. 
2. By Jove. 
3. Squiffy. 
4. Fiddlesticks. 

 
 
Which noun represents equality? 

1. Responsibility. 
2. Labour. 
3. Socialism. 
4. Society. 

 
 
 
Which adjective is used to describe someone who 
is easily influenced? 

1. Modestly. 
2. Disconcerting 
3. Cranks. 
4. Impressionable. 

 
 
Prejudice is Χ 

1. Used to express disagreement or to say that 
something in nonsense. 

2. The situation in which the audience of a play 
knows something that the characters do not. 

3. A word or phrase used to avoid saying an 
unpleasant or offensive word. 

4. Showing an unreasonable dislike for 
something or someone. 
 

 

  



An Inspector Calls 

J.B.Priestley  

 

It is a spring evening in 1912 at the Brumley home of the Birlings, a 

prosperous industrial family in the North Midlands.  

The family is enjoying a dinner party celebrating the engagement of 

their daughter to a man who is heir to the most successful family 

business in the North - but they are about to be interrupted by the 

persistent Police Inspector, Inspector Goole. 

 

 

Act One: a family affair in 1912 
Arthur Birling, a wealthy businessman, and his family are celebrating the engagement of his daughter 
Sheila. The play begins with the idea that all is well at the Birling household. Arthur gives a speech to 
Gerald and Eric about business. He says that every man should look after himself. The doorbell rings and 
they receive a visit from an Inspector, Inspector Goole, who has come to inform them that a young 
working class girl called Eva Smith has committed suicide by drinking disinfectant and that he is there to 
investigate her sudden suicide. It turns out that Arthur Birling sacked Eva Smith from his factory and 
Sheila Birling asked for Eva Smith to be sacked from Millwards (a clothing shop) last year. The Inspector 
explains that Eva Smith changed her name to Daisy Renton. Gerald appears shocked and Eric leaves.  
 

Act Two: the LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ 
The family are, in turn, interrogated by the Inspector, and evident cracks appear in their relationships 
with one another. ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǳǊƴ 
out to have ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜŦǳƭ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǾŀΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ Gerald is forced to confess he spent last 
summer with Daisy Renton, who was his mistress. Sheila returns his engagement ring and Gerald leaves. 
{ȅōƛƭ .ƛǊƭƛƴƎ όǿƘƻ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴύ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ 9Ǿŀκ5ŀƛǎȅΩǎ 
appeal for helpΦ {ȅōƛƭ ōƭŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ 9Ǿŀκ5ŀƛǎȅΩǎ ǳƴōƻǊƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ {ƘŜƛƭŀ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 9ǊƛŎ 
is the father of the child.  
 

Act Three: who is responsible? 
Eric returns and confesses to being the father oŦ 9Ǿŀκ5ŀƛǎȅΩǎ ǳƴōƻǊƴ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ  IŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ 
ŘǊǳƴƪŜƴƭȅ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜȄ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ Ǝƻǘ ƘŜǊ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǘƻƭŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƘŜǊΦ 9Ǿŀƴκ5ŀƛǎȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ȅōƛƭΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ 9ǊƛŎ ōƭŀƳŜǎ Ƙƛǎ 
mother, Sybil, for having murdered her own grandchild. The Inspector reminds everyone that they have 
ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ 9Ǿŀκ5ŀƛǎȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊƭƛƴƎΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻƴŜ 
another. The Inspector leaves.  

Act Three: the big reveal 
DŜǊŀƭŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ΨLƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ DƻƻƭŜΩ ŀǘ .ǊǳƳƭŜȅ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ǊǘƘǳǊ .ƛǊƭƛƴƎ 
confirms this when he calls the station.  Gerald then calls the infirmary and no one has committed 
suicide. Mr Birling, Sybil and Gerald all believe it was hoax and begin to relax.  Sheila and Eric argue that 
they are all still guilty and must take responsibility.  The phone then rings, informing the family that a 
young woman has been found dead after drinking disinfectant and a Police Inspector is to visit them that 
evening. The curtain falls 

 
 



CONTEXT Britain in 1912 and 1945 ς What key events happened during this time period? Label the events below.  

  
Match the quote to the event Mr 

Birling is describing. Explain the 

significance of each context point ς 

write your answers around the outside 

of each hexagon. 

Mr Birling: ά[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƛƴŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǎǘǊƛƪŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 

wild talk about possible labour trouble in 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ 

Mr Birling: άJust because the Kaiser makes a 

speech or two, or a few German officers 

have too much to drink and begin talking 

nonsense, youΩll hear some people say that 

warΩs inevitable. And to that I say ς 

fiddlesticks!έ 

Mr Birling: ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎƻ Ŧŀǎǘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǿŀǊ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ 

Mr Birling: άthe Titanic ς she sails next week 

ς forty-six thousand eight hundred tons ς 

forty-six thousand eight hundred tons ς 

New York in five days ς and every luxury ς 

and unsinkable, absolutely unsinkable.έ 

Mr Birling:  ά!ƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 

steadily increasing prosperƛǘȅΦέ 

Mr Birling: άΧƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǘƛŜǎΧōȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

forgotten all these Capital versus Labour 

ŀƎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛƭƭȅ ǿŀǊ ǎŎŀǊŜǎΦέ  

Mr Birling: άǘƘŜȅ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ 

ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΧƛǘΩǎ Ƴȅ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ 

laōƻǳǊ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŘƻǿƴΦέ 

 

Why did Priestley write 

the play in 1945 but set 

the play in 1912? 



Edwardian Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The play is about the relationship between the poor and the rich. 

Discuss: 
At the beginning of the play: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

At the end of the play: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Edwardian era or Edwardian period covers the reign of King Edward VII 1901-1910, but also covers 

the period of time from the mid-1890s to the outbreak of WW1 in 1914.  During the early 1900s there 

were significant political shifts in society.  Where previously common labourers and women were 

excluded from society they became increasingly politicised.  The Edwardian period maintained a rigid 

class system, however the changing economic system creating more social mobility.  This included an 

increased interest in socialism, attention to the plight of the poor and the issue of ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŦŦǊŀƎŜ.  

As industry rapidly increased, so did economic opportunities.  

Glossary 

Elite: 

Etiquette: 

{ŜǊǾŀƴǘΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΥ 

Upstairs vs Downstairs: 

 

 

 

 The Rules of Edwardian Society  

Å       A poor person has no manners / class / sophistication / education. 

Å       A poor person cannot ever become wealthy / rich.  

Å       The poor and the rich should never mix ς friendships / relationships / work.  

Å       A poor person should be grateful for all that the rich help to provide them.  

Å       ¢ƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǊ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΤ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ƧƻōΦ  

Å       The rich employed the poor.  

Å       A rich person could sack or punish a poor employee without consequences.  

 



 

²ƘƻΩǎ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ .ǊǳƳƭŜȅΚ 

Label the characters with their name and a brief outline of their key characteristics.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Act One: a family affair 

 

As the play begins we see the Birlings, a middle-class family, 

celebrating the engagement of their daughter Sheila to 

Gerald Croft. Everyone is joyous and content, saying the right 

things and creating a perfect picture. But underneath the 

surface there are hints of conflict. 

Arthur Birling is keen to impress Gerald, who is from a more 

established and socially superior family.  His anxiety is 

portrayed through pompous speeches in a bid to prove that 

his daughter will make an eligible wife.   

{ƘŜƛƭŀ ƛǎ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƻŦ DŜǊŀƭŘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜŀōƻǳǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ōȅ DŜǊŀƭŘΩǎ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

working all summer.  We begin to see the differences in what 

is expected of men and women in 1912.  

 

Act One: Consolidation 
Summary: fill in the gaps! 
 

The Birling family live in ____________. It is described as an ___________ city in the North 
Midlands and would likely to have had factories and housing for the thousands of workers.  When 
the play opens the Birling family are celebrating the _____________ of Sheila and Gerald _______.  
The mood seems to be __________, friendly and happy.  Arthur Birling hopes that the marriage will 
help his ______________.  The ladies retire to the _________ and leave the men to drink their 
ψψψψψψψψψψ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨƳŀƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƴΩ ŎƘŀǘΦ  .ƛǊƭƛƴƎΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜcome apparent when he 
tells Gerald that he might be in line for a ___________________Φ  IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψŀ Ƴŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
his________________Ω ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψΦ !ǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
______________ rings and an impressive and serious man enters.  
 

Comprehension: answer in full sentences on lined paper. 
 

¶ What type of person is Mr Birling? How does he define himself? 

¶ How does Priestley show the confidence of the Birlings in their social position?  

¶ What does Mr Birling want to achieve through his speeches? 

¶ How does Priestley want Mr Birling to appear to the audience? Why? 

¶ What does Eric reveal about Sheila? 

¶ What phrase does Mr Birling repeat 3 times? Why is this significant? 

¶ What clues are there that all is not as perfect as it seems? 
 



 

In these extracts, Arthur Birling presents his views on war and business.  

1. Give each speech a heading from those listed below to sum up what it is about. 
2. Annotate each speech with comments on the use and impact of dramatic irony.  

 

Strikes ²ŀǊ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ Progress No such thing as society 
Business prospects 

 
Look after number one IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ matter The future looks good 

 
 

 

  
ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǎƛƭƭȅ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ 
ς but ς and I speak as a hard-headed business 
ƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ 
about ς I say, you can ignore all this silly 
pessimistic talk. When you ƳŀǊǊȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ 
marrying at a very good time. Yes, a very good 
time ς ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 
 
 

 

 

  
άLast month, just because the miners came on 
ǎǘǊƛƪŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
labour trouble in the near future. 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΦ 
²ŜΩǾŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ 
 
 

 

 

  
άWe employers at last are coming together to see 
that our interests ς and the interests of Capital ς 
ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 
steadily increasing prosperity.έ 
 
 

 

 
  

άGlad ȅƻǳ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛǘΣ 9ǊƛŎΦ LΩƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
Just because the Kaiser makes a speech or two, 
or a few German officers have too much to 
ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǊΩǎ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƻ 
that I say ς fiddlesticks! The DŜǊƳŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
want war. Nobody wants war, except some half-
ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŜŘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭƪŀƴǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘȅΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
too much at stake these days. Everything to lose 
and nothing to gain by war.έ 
 

 



 
  

ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ 
ǘǿƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ have aeroplanes that will be able to go 
anywhere. And look at the way the auto-
ƳƻōƛƭŜΩǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜŀŘǿŀȅ ς bigger and faster all 
the time. And then ships. Why, a friend of mine 
went over this new liner last week ς the Titanic 
ς she sails next week ς forty-six thousand eight 
hundred tons - forty-six thousand eight hundred 
ς New York in five days ς and every luxury ς and 
unsinkable, absolutely unsinkable.έ 
 
 

 

   
 
 

 
άLƴ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ƻǊ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ς ƭŜǘΩǎ say, in 
1940 ς you may be giving a little party like this ς 
your son or daughter might be getting engaged 
ς ŀƴŘ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ 
world that will have forgotten all these Capital 
versus Labour agitations and all these silly little 
ǿŀǊ ǎŎŀǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
rapid progress everywhere ς except of course in 
Russia, which will always be behindhand 
naturally.έ 
 
 

 

   

  
ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ 
understand now, when things are so much 
easier, is that a man has to make is own way ς 
has to look after himself ς and his family too of 
course, when he has one ς and so long as he 
ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŀǊƳΦέ 
 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 
άBut the way some of these cranks talk and 
ǿǊƛǘŜ ƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 
after everybody else, as if we were all mixed up 
together like bees in a hive ς community and all 
that nonsense.έ 
 
 

 



  

Explain how Priestley has used dramatic irony to present his ideas to the audience: 


